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wooden posts.    These posts, which are generally
about six or   eight inches   square,    are filled
in by the mud walls forming the  main   por-
tion of the house, and  cannot,   therefore,   be
seen.    The bressummers, or wall plates, rest upon
these posts, forming a  square  or   rectangular
frame,   according   to  the  shape  of the house.
On these, joists  are   thrown   across,   about a
couple  of feet from centre to centre, and over
these joists " reepers,"- or other common planks,
about three or four inches broad, are placed to
support the clay thrown on the top, which is
slightly bevelled.    On this a little  alkaline soil
is sprinkled, which is a sure preventative against
the roof leaking in the rains, and serves to protect
the wood from the ravages of white ants.    A
few   of these   houses are also built of rough
stone in mortar,  up to a certain height from
the foundation, the rest of the wall being made
of brick and mud.    The roof is constructed in
the same manner, but with better materials,
Besides the principal room, there are three or
four other little rooms, from ten to fourteen feet